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HIV Testing
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TB Screening
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Referral for PrEP
Psychosocial Support
Wellness Clinic
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Condom and Lubricant Distribution
Community Dialogues
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+27 68 261 0132
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PrEP, ART, PEP,
Periodic presumptive treatment for STis,
— TB preventive therapy, TB treatment,
8 | HIvself-screening Hepatitis B screening and immunization,
b Dentaldams and finger cots (for PAP smears and PMTCT (transmen),
transmen) Hormone therapy and other gender
o affirmingcare,
Rectal care (for transwomen),
I CORE Mental health
*  Male condomsand lubricants, HTS, risk Emotional & psychosocial support Substencaisesnd rohib orosens
SR R ; Supportfor effective PrEP use H:rm redu:tion forTG wh‘:: ing'ec! drugs
screening r Adherence supportfor TGLHIV/TB . &
*  Risk reduction counselling P
*  SRH information(includinganal care and Mechanism to report & record
analsex) human right violations
*  Peer education (HIV-negative TG) & peer B Soft support to remove gender- ]
navigation (HIV-positive TG) 3 valatad barriets to cara (i.a. laser hal- Legal services to enhance access to justice
*  PrEP demandcreation g el Post-violence care
+ Community empowermentthrough social F~ Improve SRH service delivery by
capitalbuilding sensitizing health workers and
* GBVscreeningand awareness strengthening HTA program
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TOP 10 REASONS WHY STRAI¢

CURIOSITY

Perhaps the most common reason a gay sexual
experience happens for a straight man relates to curiosity.
The research suggests that these types of events happen

frequently but often go unreported.

CLOSETED BISEXUALITY/HOMOSEXUALITY

While many men may identify as “‘straight”,
that doesn’t necessarily mean they are.
In truth,
human sexuality runs across a spectrum,
if you believe in the Kinsey Scale.

SITUATIONAL REASONS

All of us have needs, including men who are straight.
Many men who identify as heterosexual involve
themselves n gay experiences simply from a
place of need.

Examples: Men who are in prison,
All male colleges and schools,
Military service...

An unpleasant experience to be sure, but ritualism is one of
the reasons straight guys will experience some form of gay sex.
An example can be found in a fraternity ritual, where otherwise
heterosexual men will grab another guy’s dong as part of an
initiation process.
There is a fine line, however, between a simple ritual and hazing;
which is designed to humiliate, emasculate and embarrass.

PROVING HETEROSEXUALITY

This reason may strike you
as odd but it’s really not
when you think about it.
Some men who identify as
straight purposely seek out
a gay experience (o prove
they are not homosexual.
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SHT MEN HAVE GAY SEX

We often hear this term but what does
it really mean? In a nutshell, heteroflexibility
happens when two guys
who identify as straight use some type
of substance and temporarily, “‘go gay”.

HETEROFLEXIBILITY

GAY FOR PAY

There’s an old axiom that suggests:
Everyone has a price.
To some extent, that’s probably true.
It is for this reason that some men who call
themselves straight will engage in
homosexual activities if the price is right.

An odd one perhaps but it does happen. There have been
cases where two men have become physically intimate
with one another on accident. It doesn’t happen often

but it does happen.
Perhaps the most common reason is connected
to the phenomenon of Ambien sex.

ACCIDENTAL

There was a time when strict sexual orientation boundaries were
the norm. A person was either straight or gay with bi being part
of the dynamic. All of that has changed in recent years.

More and more, men are coming out as “sexually fluid”.

In a nutshell, to besexually fluid means that orientation is malleable.
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Name: Sam Mokhothu
Age: 23

Pronoun: He

Gender Identity: Male

Sexual Orientation: Gay

Q: Please give us a background on your
Life... Childhood... Coming out...

A: I was born in one of the largest
townships in SA, Free State; Botshabelo.

Growing up in a lacking LGBTI information

township was very hard because people
would judge you as a gay person based on
the Bible ideology. Also initiation school
graduates would make it difficult for us to
be free wanting us to express our
manhood like they did. At school we
would be forced to express ourselves as
what the gender states on ort birth
certificates, which would be depressing at
times.

Some member of the community
understand. And others careless about
what is happening. I never experienced a
coming out situation, because growing up,
my life was obvious how I was and who I
was.

Q: What does LGBTQIA+ Pride mean to you?
A: One word is "Brave".. The Letters
comes with bravery because to me being
the letter G means am brave to live what I

am. Lastly it means we are "Amadodakazi®.

Interview by: Nosana Sondiyazi

Q: Who is your favourite international queer
personand why?

A: Kylie and Kendall Jenner's dad "Bruce"
because he was known globally for
transitioning from male to a female.

Q: How were youintroduced to Tholwana e
Molemo?

Q: Who is your favourite South African queer
person and why?

A: Clair de Noir Because she has made life
simple for herself not caring what people
think about her. I remember when I was
having a convo with her she said "I was
born a man but am a woman and am
gonna die a woman®“. And she then showed
me a pic of her transitioned private
part&®&®@.. which was awkward because it
was my lst seeing such except on TV but I
was amazed that we are really evolved
from an old homophobic system era.
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Q: What have you gained most from being
| introduced to Tholwana e Molemo?

¢ Q:What is the difference betweena MSM
(men who has sex with men) and gay men?
% A: Ireally see no difference.. MSM is just
. an abbreviation trying to accommodate

¥ “After nines” or people who are still in the
g closet. PERIOD

Q: What is the typical gay/MSM lifestyle you
are aware of in the LGBTQIA+ community?
A: Trresponsible due to not be careful of
i\ who we associate ourselves, always being

) drunk and have lot of sexual intercourse.

\ Q: Do you know your HIV status? Would you

W' like to test for HIV?

A: Yes I do, but would love to know if am
still safe.

* Q: How does COVID19 affect your life?
A: Because I am a student, it has affected
my studies but we survived.

Q: What are your views on online dating?
A: It's dangerous and at some point we as
LGBTQIA we tend to be targets of
scammers and even serial killers, because
we are attracted easily.

A: Via an invitation to a gala dinner that was

held at Naledi Sun but I found out later that I

once tested for HIV with them unaware.

o
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Q: What is your wish for the LGBTQIA+
community?

A: Iwish for safety, safety, safety and
safety upon the LGBTQIA community, the
rest will follow.

Interview by: Nosana Sondiyazi
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A
1. Q: Please give us a background on your

Life..... Childhood..... Coming out...

A: Twas born and bred in a small town in the
Eastern Free State called Marquard. I have always
been an ambitious being, with great interestin
storytelling, public speaking and social justice
advocacy. From a young age I knew I was different
in that my affection for human beings leaned
more towards male species. Iwas a late bloomer.

I am a town planner by profession, a career that
helps me address the social ills of the society. I
hold Masters in Urban & Regional Planning from
UFS. The very first university graduate in my
family. Even my mom went to a college not a
university. Lol.

Did I officially come out? I think for me it was a
matter of seeing myself having friends who spoke
the same language as Idid. In the process, Ilost a
lot of those friends who thought I was straight.
Their thoughts were so misplaced because signs
have always been there. I think to my family it’s
not even a point of discussion. I am sure they
know. I am open about friends I keep. If they ask
me, I'll be honest.

Q: How were you introduced to
Tholwana e Molemo?

A: Iwas invited by my friend
Theo Chikuma to Secrets and Lies
talk. He didn’t even attend the

Q: What is the typical gay/MSM
lifestyle you are aware of in the
LGBTQIA+ community

A: That we are all friends.

Name: Thapelo Chacha
Age: 30+

Pronoun: Him

Gender Identity: Male
Sexual Orientation: Gay

Q: What does LGBTQIA+ Pride mean to you?

A: To me they are group of people who are
fighting for acceptance in society. They are
highly dramatic and they often make a mistake
of forcing their lifestyle down the throats of
everyone who doesn’t belong to their
community. Pride for me is an event that needs
mental preparedness. Ido not necessarily think
it presents gayness in an efficient manner.
Hence, many gay people only attend the after

party.

Q: Who is your favourite South African queer person and
why?

A: Aldrin Sampear. He is not your typical gay
man. And when he came out to the world on
twitter, even I was shocked because people like
him don’t often come out. They live a life of
secrecy for a very long time. I mean look at how
long Andile Ncube has been on TV, he even got
married to a woman. So I really love Aldrin.

@
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Interview by: Nosana Sondiyazi

event but I am glad I did.

Q: What have you gained most from
being introduced to Tholwana e
Molemo?

A: Tam often misconstrued by
gay community as being rude and
unapproachable. Iguess Ialso
had my own misconceptions
about my fellow gays. But I got to
learn that we need each other
more than we think. Tholwana e
Molemo afforded a befitting
platform to get to know more
about other members of the gay
community.

Q: What is the difference between a

ISSUE 3.

Q: What is the typical transgender
lifestyle you are aware of in your
community?

A: That transgenders get
more men than your non-
transgender gays. Sweetness,
some men are fascinated by
the idea of masculinity.
Everyone has a type. It’s not
even a competition.

Q: Do you know your HIV status?
Would you like to test for HIV?
A: Yes I know my status

Q: What are your views on online
dating?

A: Bloemfontein is one big
intersection web. We might as

Q: How does COVID19 affect your
life?
A: Job opportunities are so
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Q: Please give us a background on your
Life: I was born in Bloemfontein.
second born. I believe in being h
worker. I was born to lead!! I've
involved in organizing charity e
was a leader for three years in a
development organization that
in my neighborhood. I am a qu
radio practitioner. I love workin,
media. One of my dreams is to
TV. I have worked as Content Pr
Executive Producer, and Progr:
Manager for a campus based co
radio station. I have facilitated
and round table discussions. I
passionate about hosting dialo
because that is how I get to le

Q: What does LGBTQIA+ Pride mean to you?
A: It means freedom, expression, happiness
and making a mark.

Q: Who is your favourite South African queer person and
why?
A: Thami Dish

Q: Who is your favourite international queer person and
why?

A: Lil Nax

Q: How were you introduced to Tholwana e Molemo?
A: Imet Nosana at a dialogue Iwas booked to

facilitate in 2018 and from there I've been in
contact with Tholwana e Molemo.

Q: What have you gained most from being introduced to
Tholwana e Molemo?

A: Thave gained a lot! I've always been
unbothered about challenges that other
members of my community are facing, and
through Tholwana I have learned about
challenges that are faced by lesbians and
transgender people. Since then I've been learning
and using the platforms that I have to educate
others.

Q: What is the difference between a MSM (men who has

sex with men) and gay men?

+  MSM: Men who have sex with other men. They
are either straight, bisexual or curious. They
enjoy having sex with other men.

+ Gay: Homosexual. Being attracted to the same
sex.

Q: What is the typical gay/MSM lifestyle you are aware
of in the LGBTQIA+ community?
A: Cheating and sex for pay.

Q: What is the typical transgender lifestyle you are aware
of in your community?

A: There’s none I can mention because my
interaction with trans people have always been
in line with my work. It has never been outside

work.
-
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Q: Do you know your HIV status? Would you like to test
for HIV?

A: Yes I know my HIV status and I would like to
test for HIV, because it is good to check one’s

status from time to time.

Q: How does COVID19 affect your life?

A: Online learning showed me flames. I was not
ready for online learning and Iwas under a lot
of pressure because of time.

Q: What are your views on online dating?

A: Lol it is the worst!! I tried it for a month and it
didn’t work out well for me. I met dodgy people
on the site.

Q: What is your wish for the LGBTQIA+ community?

A: To be united! To stand together and have one
voice! As the community we need to stop
discriminating one another.
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